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Wiisliington DC 20551 

IXT' Proceeding: 02-306 

OCT - Y 2002 

Dear ('oininissiuners: 

On behalf o f  the California Manufacturing and Technology Association (CMTA) ,  a n  organiul iun 
representing California's high-lech and malrufacturing scclors, I urgc you to take the final step toward 
opening up the lung distance market in California by approving SBC Pacific Bell's Sectitw ?7 I 
application. 

SBC' Pacific Hell 113s well over a hundred year history of doing business i n  California. Thc conlpan) l iah 
provided jobs and fueled the economy not only in the tclecoin sector, but also in the innnulacluring ~ec101 
by being a significant consumer o t  manufdcturing equipment. More recently. SHC P x i f i c  I k l l ' h  
commitment 10 expanding and upgrading i t s  network to providc broadband services has Iiad rl signil' ican~ 
iriultiplier effect on the state economy. CMTA i s  conlidenr that SBC Pacil'ic Bell's cnti') into llhc IUII~ 
distance inarket wi l l  once again put the company in a position of bringing great benefit 1 0  the sl i~tc 01 
Ca I iforn i a .  

SUC Pacific Bell's effotts - and investment - to open up the local exchange nnarkct have beeii ~ u c c c s ~ l ' u l .  
l ~ ~ c a l  cornpelition is thriving iii the state. W e  have seen lull-scale local market entry by cotnpiInies like 
AT&T, M C I  WorldCom and Cox. Total access line5 served by comperiturs have g ruw i~  ncarly sewn-fold 
since I998 - iiuu up tu more than 3.5 mill ion. Moreover, FCC statistics show that 13 pc1.cz111 ol 'z ip  
codes in Califui-ilia have four 01- inore competitors. 

11 is now time to allow the one provider in our slate that i s  piuhibited from offering loiig dialaiicr service 
to enrer that inurket. We are confidenr that SBC Pacific Bell's entry wi l l  lead to great sd\'ings i n  
California, just l ike i t  has in New York and Texas. To date. 23 states have received FCC' appro\iiI and 
more than 14 I ini l l ion Amcricans are benetiting from increased te1ecoininuiiic;ltioiis compelition. 
Calilortiians should be next. 

W e  encourage the FCC tu take the final s ~ e p  and votc favuwbly on SBC Pacific Bell's long dishncc 
application 

Sincerely, 


